Session 8:

Welcome to tonight's lesson.  In recent sessions we have examined how we are to be connected to Yeshua our Messiah and how we are to be connected to each other under his authority.  We have shown that each of us is to be under authority and the only way to do this is to be a part of a properly constituted and spiritually ordained congregation.  In this session we will examine the spiritual relationships in congregations and the relationship of individuals within to the congregation and to each each other.  We will do this as demonstrated by the letters of Yeshua's talmidim, his disciples, to the congregations.

What we consider to be books of the Bible today were two thousand years ago nothing more than exhorting letters written to the individual congregations or groups of people by Yeshua's talmidim.  These letters were usually written for one or more purposes.  2Timothy 3:16, which says:  16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is valuable for teaching the truth, convicting of sin, correcting faults and training in right living, shows us what the writers of the different letters was trying to accomplish.  This statement from the 3rd chapter of  2Timothy is referring to Scripture, the transmitted Word of ADONAI through his prophets.  These Scriptures also hold the building blocks of personal growth in Messiah.  In verse 16, Sha'ul, first  tells Timothy that all Scripture is from ADONAI.  That is a premise that each of us must accept before we proceed any further with our faith.  Second, Sha'ul tells Timothy that Scripture is valuable for teaching the truth to those to which you are ministering.  Third, he tells him that Scripture, when read and understood, can convict us of sin.  Each of us, no matter how spiritual we are,  has violated Torah, that is, has sinned, and we are in need of conviction by ADONAI's Word to cause us to recognize this.  Yochanan, John, tells us in 1John 3:4 that this statement is true.  He says: 4 Everyone who keeps sinning is violating Torah - indeed, sin is violation of Torah.


I am going to group together the last two things that Sha'ul mentioned to Timothy.  They are:  correcting faults and training in right living.  It is to the Scriptures that we need to go to learn how to correct our faults and then how to live right.  And Sha'ul gave this very important principle to Timothy to help him to lead as a leader of leaders.  Let's go back two verses and read 2Timothy 3:14-15.  Speaking to Timothy, Sha'ul says:  14 But you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, recalling the people from whom you learned it; 15 and recalling too how from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which can give you the wisdom that leads to deliverance through trusting in Yeshua the Messiah.  This is something that each of us should use in teaching our children.  These verses call to mind Proverbs 22:6:   6 Train a child in the way he [should] go; and, even when old, he will not swerve from it. 











By writing his letters to congregations over which he has spiritual authority, Sha'ul is doing the things which we just discussed that are found in 2Timothy 3:16.  But the Scriptures to which he refers to are not what is commonly called "the New Testament."  It was not even in existence at that time.  When he spoke of Scripture, Sha'ul was referring to the Tanakh, the Hebrew Bible.  That was the only Scripture that they had in that day.  Think about this: every one of Yeshua's disciples and every one of their disciples came to believe on him as Messiah through the words of the Tanakh, the Hebrew Bible.  And that is what Sha'ul told Timothy; that by knowing the Tanakh, a person could come to a saving knowledge of Yeshua as Messiah.  This is what he said in verse 15:  recalling too how from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which can give you the wisdom that leads to deliverance through trusting in Yeshua the Messiah.


We will begin to examine our relationship to each other in Ephesians 4.  In verses 1-3 it says:  1 Therefore I, the prisoner united with the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called. 2 Always be humble, gentle and patient, bearing with one another in love, 3 and making every effort to preserve the unity the Spirit gives through the binding power of shalom.  The first thing that Sha'ul speaks of is something which we very often don't recognize or consider.  He says that we are to "lead a life worthy of the calling to which we have been called."  This is something that each of needs to seriously consider.  Have we just confessed Yeshua as Messiah for our own selfish needs; "fire insurance," as it is sometimes expressed?  If that is the case we may find that when the time comes to file for insurance benefits, that the policy is not in effect.  But if we live a life worthy of the calling as a talmid of Yeshua, a very serious discipleship,  we will not only receive our reward at the blowing of the last shofar, but we will also bear much fruit during our lifetime as a disciple of Yeshua.



Next, Sha'ul says that we are to "always be humble, gentle, and patient, bearing with one another in love."  But this is difficult for many of today's believers in Yeshua because they tend to run from any unpleasantness.  Many times there are those in congregations who would disrupt and cause unpleasantness.  These unpleasant things cause many to run and hide; to just pull away and do their own thing.  If that has been your action, you need to re-evaluate this tendency in the light of Sha'ul's words in Ephesians 4:2 which we just read:  Always be humble, gentle and patient, bearing with one another in love.  This calls to mind Sha'uls words about love in 1Corinthians 13.  As you reflect on these earlier thoughts, it would be good to read the chapter that we know as the "Love Chapter."


The last verse that we read from Ephesians 4; verse 3, says:  making every effort to preserve the unity the Spirit gives through the binding power of shalom.  This tells us that there is to be unity within our congregations and we are to preserve it.  And not only that, but that this unity is given by Ruach HaKodesh, the Holy Spirit, through ADONAI's binding power of shalom.  Did you know that He has a "binding power of shalom?"  It is something which He gives to his followers.  If it is a "binding power," it must take some effort from an individual to break it.  But that is what seems to be happening more and more in congregations these day.  There are those individuals who choose to be divisive, thereby disrupting ADONAI's binding power of shalom.  And He does want us to have his shalom.



According to the Complete Jewish Bible's definition, "shalom" is:  peace, tranquility, safety, well-being, welfare, health, contentment, success, comfort, wholeness and integrity.  This is what ADONAI wishes us to have and has given it to as His "binding power of shalom," which he has poured upon us by His Ruach.  Each of us needs to be fully aware of our actions and the need to be in ADONAI's order.  We must be humble, gentle, and patient, preserving that spirit of unity.  If we're doing otherwise, we'll have to answer to our Chief Shepherd, our Cohen HaGadol, our High Priest, Yeshua.  It will be as Melekh Mashiach, King Messiah that we will see him when we stand before him to answer his questions.  He is the Righteous Judge who will examine our lives.













Many times our disunity may relate to problems that we are facing in our lives.  We have family disagreements, financial problems, disobedient children, and many other things which affect our personal shalom.  But we need to remember that that personal shalom is only  found in ADONAI.  Yeshua said:  28 "Come to me, all of you who are struggling and burdened, and I will give you rest.(Matthew 11:28).  It is only through him that we can deal with our personal problems and not bring them into our congregational family as misplaced agressions and divisive actions.  In Psalm 55: 22 we are told:  22 Unload your burden on ADONAI, and he will sustain you. He will never permit the righteous to be moved.  We just need to make sure that we are "His righteous," and then give our burden to Him.  If we do these things we will not break ADONAI's binding power of shalom which he has given to us and should be present in the congregations.  Sha'ul wrote to the Philippians in 1:27:   27 Only conduct your lives in a way worthy of the Good News of the Messiah.  This thought should be uppermost in our minds.  We are to live lives that are worthy of Yeshua's Good News.  If we've been redeemed through that Good News,  then we are to live our lives as worthy of his great sacrifice.






We also need to recognize that we are cohenim, priests, serving under our Great High Priest Yeshua.  In 1Peter, Shimon Kefa, Simon Peter, wrote to the Israelites who were in the diaspora; those who had been dispersed outside of Israel.  In chapter 2, verse 9 he said:  9 But you are a chosen people, the King's cohanim, a holy nation, a people for God to possess! Why? In order for you to declare the praises of the One who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  He wrote this to Israel, which at this time in history also included thousands of righteous Gentiles; those who had accepted Yeshua as Messiah.  And so, Shimon was writing to all of us, Jew and Gentile, who have accepted Yeshua.  We are the King's cohanim; his priests.  As his priests, we are to make him known to those who don't know him.


Going back to 1Peter 2:4-6,  we find other words which are very important to us as dedicated disciples of Yeshua.  It says:  4 As you come to him, the living stone, rejected by people but chosen by God and precious to him, 5 you yourselves, as living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be cohanim set apart for God to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to him through Yeshua the Messiah. 6 This is why the Tanakh says, "Look! I am laying in Tziyon a stone, a chosen and precious cornerstone; and whoever rests his trust on it will certainly not be humiliated.".








First, we see that Yeshua, himself, is the "Living Stone."  In Psalm 118, verse 22 we find this reference:  22 The very rock that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone!.  If we really grasp the spiritual truth that Yeshua is the "Living Cornerstone" of ADONAI's plan for the salvation of the world, we should then be able to make the next step of understanding.  And it is that "we are living stones."  It's really very similar to his calling of us to be cohenim, priests, to serve him and make him known to the nations.  In the same way, we, as human beings upon the earth, are called to be "living stones," built into a spiritual house.  As "living stones," we are to be "chips off the old block," as the saying goes.  We are to be like Yeshua.  And additionally, the Scripture which we just read says that "we are to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to him."


What do you think would be the spiritual sacrifices that we are to offer?  I'm sure that many of them would be our personal holiness before our Messiah.  But some of them would also be how we serve him.  Are we serving him as we should?  Are we making talmidim for Yeshua?  In Matthew 28 Yeshua told us that wherever we are in the world we are to make disciples for him.  In verses 19 and 20 he said:  ...go and make people from all nations into talmidim, immersing them into the reality of the Father, the Son and the Ruach HaKodesh, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  We're supposed to be sharing the gospel with those who don't know Yeshua.  Then, they're to be brought into the congregation so that they can be immersed.   And then we are to teach them everything which Yeshua has commanded us; make them "his talmidim."  What do we teach them: all of Scripture; Genesis to Revelation?  We are to teach them that none has passed away; all is still our responsibility before our Cohen HaGadol, our great High Priest.














As we begin to close this session, here are two verses from Sha'ul's letter to the 


As we begin to close this session, here are two verses from Sha'ul's letter to the Colossians.  2:6-7 says:  6 Therefore, just as you received the Messiah Yeshua as Lord, keep living your life united with him. 7 Remain deeply rooted in him; continue being built up in him and confirmed in your trust, the way you were taught, so that you overflow in thanksgiving.  It is only by focusing on these thoughts and other verses like them that we can remain rooted to Yeshua.  The word "rooted" takes us back to our earlier discussion regarding Yeshua as the vine and us as the branches.  And in a similar way; perhaps you've never thought of it before, but it also calls to mindYeshua as the root of the olive tree of Romans 11.  As both a descendant of Abraham and the Son of ADONAI, he is also a part of the rich root of the olive tree.  Only by living our lives united with Yeshua; deeply rooted in him, can we  also be bound together with other believers in proper spiritual order.  





As we walk out our lives as believers together following our Messiah, we must continue to seek understanding of all Scripture.  There are many confusing verses, but none are contradictory.  After reading the comforting words of verses 6 and 7 in Colossians 2, verses 16 and 17 of the same chapter are some of those which have confused modern followers of Yeshua for hundreds of years. 16 So don’t let anyone pass judgment on you in connection with eating and drinking, or in regard to a Jewish festival or Rosh-Hodesh or Shabbat. 17 These are a shadow of things that are coming, but the body is of the Messiah.  













I say again; there is no contradiction.  Sha'ul does not contradict himself.  We can see this by going back to the 3rd chapter of Romans.  In Romans 3 Sha'ul is speaking of having faith; trust, in order to be made righteous before ADONAI, and says in verse 20: For in his sight no one alive will be considered righteous on the ground of legalistic observance of Torah commands.  No, even if we observed every command perfectly, this verse tells us that ADONAI would not consider us righteous.  It is only through the blood of Yeshua that we can attain that righteousness, and that by trusting in him; having faith in him as our righteous sacrifice, we are consided righteous before ADONAI.  Then after discussing this, Sha'ul goes on to say in Romans 3:31:   31 Does it follow that we abolish Torah by this trusting? Heaven forbid! On the contrary, we confirm Torah.  He is asking a question; "if we believe on Yeshua, does that mean that we no longer follow Torah, the holy laws which ADONAI gave to guide us?"  And his answer is: "No!  We do not do away with Torah, ADONAI's holy laws; we confirm Torah."  We emphasize that his holy commands are still here to guide us.  








And that is what Sha'ul was saying over in Colossians 2, 16 and 17:  16 So don’t let anyone pass judgment on you in connection with eating and drinking, or in regard to a Jewish festival or Rosh-Hodesh or Shabbat. 17 These are a shadow of things that are coming, but the body is of the Messiah.  Apparently, some others in Colossae had been telling Yeshua's followers that because he was their sacrifice for sin, that they no longer needed to follow Torah commandments.  But Sha'ul is saying to the Colossians, "No, what they are saying is not true.  Don't let them tell you that you are not to continue to eat kosher foods; don't let them tell you that you are not to keep ADONAI's moadim, His festivals.  Don't let them tell you that you are not to observe Rosh Chodesh.  Don't let them tell you that you are not to keep Shabbat, ADONAI's holy Sabbath day."  In effect Sha'ul was telling this group of believers that they were to do all these things.









And in verse 17 he says:  17 These are a shadow of things that are coming, but the body is of the Messiah.  These are shadows of things that are coming.  In this context, shadows are not bad.  The Egyptian Passover was a shadow of Yeshua's coming as our Passover lamb.  The first Shavuot, Pentecost, at Mount Sinai, where the Torah was written on stone, was a shadow of the Shavuot following Yeshua's resurrection, at which ADONAI's Torah was written on our hearts as He gave us His Ruach HaKodesh, His Holy Spirit.  So, if we understand it this way, we will not fear shadows.  They are but ADONAI's way of teaching us to follow Him as we expect the holy fulfillment of the shadow. 


How does a "shadow" relate to the last phrase, but the body is of the Messiah.  According to Dr. David Stern, the translator of the Complete Jewish Bible, in his commentary, the shadow is cast by Yeshua's body.  This means that as we keep Torah, we are seeing the shadow of things to come, specifically, the second coming of Yeshua our Messiah.  This is ADONAI's plan.  All of these commands that he has given us are but shadows of the reality of Messiah which is coming.  Let this encourage you as you honor and keep Shabbat, when others are chiding you, and making light of your sincere desire to honor ADONAI's Word.  You are the one that is correct.  All these others have yet to grasp the true meaning of Torah and its significance in our lives as believers.


So, let's conclude with a verse from Hebrews, the book that we will return to next week.  In chapter 10, verses 21-25, the writer says:  21 We also have a great cohen over God's household. 22 Therefore, let us approach the Holiest Place with a sincere heart, in the full assurance that comes from trusting - with our hearts sprinkled clean from a bad conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us continue holding fast to the hope we acknowledge, without wavering; for the One who made the promise is trustworthy. 24 And let us keep paying attention to one another, in order to spur each other on to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting our own congregational meetings, as some have made a practice of doing, but, rather, encouraging each other.  These words continue to exhort us to hold fast to Yeshua and also to encourage each other.  The last verse is really a reference to Leviticus 23.  In verse 3 we read:  3 "'Work is to be done on six days; but the seventh day is a Shabbat of complete rest, a holy convocation.  The Sabbath is a day of rest from our usual labors; our regular job.  And along with that, it is a day of convocation.  This means that it is the day each week when we come together in our congregations to worship ADONAI.  A convocation means to assemble ourselves together before him.  The writer of Hebrews is reminding us that that is what we are to do, as apparently, in that day some were staying away from their Shabbat congregational gatherings.  So, remind yourself.  If you are going to observe ADONAI's commands, you need to be worshipping every Sabbath with the body of believers to which you are called.  Staying at home doesn't cut it.  We are to assemble ourselves together.  

Shalom aleichem.  See you next time.
