Session 7:
Welcome to tonight's lesson.  Tonight we continue with our topic of leadership authority.  When we ended last time we were speaking of one of the presumptions which people coming from the church bring with them.  In order to bring us back to those last thoughts, we will repeat the last portion from last week.


So, what we see when people come into the Messianic synagogue from the church, is that they usually bring with them the built in notion that synagogue authority is like that of the church.  But this is not the case.  Synagogue authority is much different.  We can glean from and gain understanding regarding the authority of the congregation from Sha'ul's writings to the congretations to which he related, but particularly to Timothy and Titus.  As we understand this authority we need to remember that these are congregations under the authority of Israel, the called-out nation of ADONAI.
  

Before we look at some of the specifics of synagogal authority, we should first consider how this authority was derived.  In the First Century Messianic body, there was what we could call the "home synagogue" in Jerusalem.  In the first few chapters of the Book of Acts we see that this congregation was directed by Yeshua's disciples who were elders in the congregation.  Acts 6:1-4 speaks of this.  Some years later, by the time that Sha'ul, Paul, had become a believer, we see that the congregation in Jerusalem now had a Rosh HaKnesset. Ya'acov, Yeshua's brother, was the Rosh HaKnesset, the Head of the Assembly.  This office is also sometimes identified as Nasi, or Prince of the Congregation.  He was the leader, and there were supporting elders within the congregation.  All of the authority of Messianic Judaism throughout the known world at that time would have derived from this body made up of Yeshua's remaining disciple elders and Ya'acov, the congregational head.  It was from this body, the Righteous Remnant of Israel, that others were sent out with authority to annoint still others in various localities for leadership.

This annointing is called s'micha, or ordination.  It consists of the laying on of hands and the passing of authority from one to another.  Those that received s'micha were given the authority to lead in the areas to which they were appointed.  This s'micha, this authority, was passed down from Yeshua's talmidim, the disciples.  They, themselves had received this authority from their Messiah, Yeshua.  We can even pinpoint the time at which Yeshua gave them this authority.  In the beginning of John chapter 20 we see that Yeshua had now risen from the dead.  Now take a look at verses 19-23:  19 In the evening that same day, the first day of the week, when the talmidim were gathered together behind locked doors out of fear of the Judeans, Yeshua came, stood in the middle and said, "Shalom aleikhem!" 20 Having greeted them, he showed them his hands and his side. The talmidim were overjoyed to see the Lord. 21 "Shalom aleikhem!" Yeshua repeated. "Just as the Father sent me, I myself am also sending you." 22 Having said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Ruach HaKodesh! 23 If you forgive someone's sins, their sins are forgiven; if you hold them, they are held.".  We talked earlier about Yeshua's s'micha, his being sent by ADONAI, his Father.  He said to his disciples: "Just as the Father sent me, I am also sending you."  I understand this to be "s'micha," ordination, of his disciples.  What we see in these verses is that authority begins with ADONAI, who sent Yeshua, who then sent his talmidim.  And then later, we begin to see that the  authority that Yeshua gave to his talmidim was passed on down to other leaders.  We have the examples of the evangelists, Paul, Barnabus, Mark, Silas, and others.  Each of these received authority from the Jerusalem congregation and then had the authority to give s'michah themselves; that is, to ordain local leaders in the areas where they ministered.  The most obvious example is that of Sha'ul, which we will examine in a moment.  






I personally do not believe that there has been an unbroken chain of authority from Yeshua's annointing of his disciples to our present day.  There is really no way that we could know that.  But the principle is the same.  Leaders ordained by ADONAI ordain other leaders, giving them the authority to establish synagogues and congregations in various areas.  All of this is under the authority of our Great High Priest Yeshua, ADONAI's righteous Son and the annointed leader of the Righteous Remnant of Israel.


Let's go back now and see how the authority given to "the congregation in Jerusalem" related to Paul.  Sha'ul had initially been given s'mikha by Yeshua himself.  Read about it in Acts 9 when you get a chance.  Also in Acts 9 we see that when Sha'ul first went back to Jerusalem, the disciples were afraid of him.  But Barnabas made contact with him and took Paul to the other disciples.  After they heard his testimony, he was received by the talmidim, the elders at Jerusalem, as a talmid, a disciple of Yeshua .  Then, as we read his letters to Timothy and Titus it becomes obvious that he gave s'micha or ordination to both of these men.  2Timothy 1:6 makes it clear that that was true for Timothy:   6 For this reason, I am reminding you to fan the flame of God's gift, which you received through s'mikhah from me.  By going back to 1Timothy 1:3 we are also shown the level of authority which Sha'ul had passed down to Timothy:  3 As I counseled you when I was leaving for Macedonia, stay on in Ephesus, so that you may order certain people who are teaching a different doctrine to stop.  What Sha'ul was referring to was problems in the congregation at  Ephesus.  Timothy was told to go there and correct a situation which was out of order.  As we read the letters to Timothy and Titus, it becomes apparent that Timothy and Titus were something akin to over-shepherds, that is, men who were in authority over the local congregation leaders which they had ordained.


1Timothy chapter 3 is a Scripture which we use even today to set minimum standards for congregational leaders and shammashim.  Sha'ul wrote to Timothy that these things were what he should look for in men to fill these offices.  In other words, congregational leaders to which Timothy gave s'micha were to embody these characteristics.  Read this chapter later as you reflect on this message.


As we delve further into synagogue authority, we have to primarily base our understanding of this authority on Sha'ul's letters.  In 1Timothy 4, after Sha'ul has listed a number of problems which may arise in the congregation, he says this to Timothy in verse 11:  11 Command these things and teach them.  From this wording, it is clear that Timothy had absolute authority over the congregation.  But Sha'ul also cautioned Timothy to be loving and kind.  For example, in 5:1-3 we read this:  1 Do not rebuke an older man sharply, but appeal to him as you would to a father; treat younger men like brothers, 2 older women like mothers and younger women like sisters, with absolute purity. 3 Show respect to widows who are really in need.  What this really means is that congregational leaders, the shepherds, are to have the character of Yeshua as they deal with the sheep under their care.


Titus also had the same type of supervisory authority over congregations that Timothy had.  In Titus 1:5 Sha'ul says: 5 The reason I left you in Crete was so that you might attend to the matters still not in order and appoint congregation leaders in each city-those were my instructions.  Sha'ul then went on to tell Titus what instructions he was to give to the different groups within the congregations.  I don't know how many cities there were in Crete, but Titus had authority to appoint congregational leaders in each of them and he also had leadership authority over them.  







Then,in Acts 20:28, as Sha'ul was preparing to leave for Jerusalem, we can visualize him giving a farewell message to those that he had discipled .  To those that he had ordained, he said:   28 "Watch out for yourselves, and for all the flock in which the Ruach HaKodesh has placed you as leaders, to shepherd God's Messianic community, which he won for himself at the cost of his own Son's blood.  This admonishment which Sha'ul gave them is one which every Messianic leader today should take to heart.  Our leadership is not our own.  It was won at the great price of Yeshua's own blood.


All of these examples supported by Scripture serve to prove to us that Scriptural authority over congregations was given by ordination, s'micha, the laying on of hands.  And it was given by those leaders in higher spiritual authority, who were themselves under the authority of Yeshua our Cohen HaGadol, our High Priest.    This conferred authority allowed each leader to exercise authority over all facets of congregational life.  But there was always a system of checks and balances.  If a congregational leader got out of order or got into sin, the congregation always had the option to appeal to the next higher spiritual authority.  That is why it is so important that each congregational body be under authority.  There are many congregations established under the authority of one man or a group of men only, who have no-one between them and ADONAI.  They are out of Scriptural order, and this type of situation is very subject to abuse of power.  Many times these congregations end in splits or de-organization.  If they had proper order over them, this in most cases could be avoided. 

As we said last week, this synagogal authority of the first century was in part derived from the early patriarchal society of Israel.  The congregational leader was to be a father to the congregation, having the authority to discipline, but was exhorted to only use this authority as a last resort.  And that is the kind of  authority that the modern day Messianic rabbi has.  With this understanding, congregational leaders should only use their authority in this way when necessary, while at the same time treating everyone with love and respect.  Shimon Kefa, Simon Peter, speaks in 1Peter 5:1-4 of this authority.  1 Therefore, I urge the congregation leaders among you, as a fellow-leader and witness to the Messiah's sufferings, as well as a sharer in the glory to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is in your care, exercising oversight not out of constraint, but willingly, as God wants; and not out of a desire for dishonest gain, but with enthusiasm; 3 also not as machers domineering over those in your care, but as people who become examples to the flock. 4 Then, when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive glory as your unfading crown.  Dr. David Stern, the translator of the Complete Jewish Bible has chosen to use a Yiddish word in these verses to emphasize how the congregation leader is not to be.  In the glossary of your Complete Jewish Bible you will find the definiton for macher:  It is, literally, "doer, maker."  This is someone zealous and active in a group, a "big wheel," but often with overtones of self-importance, hence a person who "throws his weight around," has "connections," is an "operator" or "fixer."  Rather than be a "macher," the proper leader is to be an example to the flock.  The final verse written by Peter, verse 4, tells us that the leader will be judged by Yeshua, the Chief Shepherd when he appears:  4 Then, when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive glory as your unfading crown.  All congregational leaders need to be acutely aware that we are being scrutinized by the Chief Shepherd.  


ADONAI has very high standards for shepherds and anyone who seeks to be a shepherd must be ready to be judged by ADONAI.  Ezekiel 34:8-10 tells us how ADONAI looks on those who do not shepherd with true hearts:  8 "As I live," Adonai ELOHIM swears, "because my sheep have become prey, my sheep have become food for every wild animal, since there was no shepherd, since my shepherds didn't look for my sheep, and instead my shepherds fed themselves but not my sheep," 9 therefore, shepherds, hear the word of ADONAI! 10 Adonai ELOHIM says, "I am against the shepherds. I demand that they hand my sheep back to me. I will not allow them to  feed the sheep, and they won't feed themselves either. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths; they will be food for them no longer.".  As annointed leaders, shepherds, we must be acutely aware that ADONAI is most concerned about the sheep and He expects the Ro'eh'im, the Shepherds of congre
gations, to have the welfare of those in their care deep in their hearts.  Those who feed themselves rather than the sheep are in danger of judgment.  Pray that shepherds worldwide that are mis-using the sheep rather than feeding them, will repent and establish proper order of leadership and proper concern for the sheep under their care. 












In our session two weeks ago, by using the illustrations of the vine in John 15 and the olive tree in Romans 11, we  examined how we are to be connected  to Yeshua.  And then, this week, we examined how we are to be connected to each other under Yeshua's authority.  Next week we will conclude this area of study by examining congregational relationships and our spiritual relationship to each other as co-laborers in Yeshua's body.  The week following, we will return to Hebrews chapter 3.  Shalom aleichem.

