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                         “Be Holy For I, ADONAI Your G-d, Am Holy.”											                                             April 27, 2019
Torah: Leviticus 11:44; 11:45; 19:2; 20:7; 20:26 and 21:8         			     Haftarah: Isaiah 6:1-13					                                                                         Ketuvim Sh’lichim: 1Peter 1:13-25
	Shabbat shalom mishpocha!  Today is the day after the seventh day of Hag HaMatzot, the Festival of Unleavened Bread.  According to Torah, the festival concluded yesterday and since there is no regular parasha for this Shabbat, I am going to take this time to bring a special message.  It is a final message relating to our study of Kevin Geoffrey’s Messianic Life Discipleship Series which we conclude with our discussion after oneg today.
	The title of this message is: “Be Holy For I, ADONAI Your G-d, Am Holy.”  There are six places in Torah where you can find similar words.  If you want to look them up, they are: Leviticus 11:44; 11:45; 19:2; 20:7; 20:26 and 21:8.  In these six places, ADONAI is addressing different subjects: ritual cleanness, honoring your father and mother, keeping the Shabbat, not making or honoring idols, not sacrificing your children to Molech, not defiling yourselves with the things of the Canaanites, distinguishing between clean and unclean and honoring a kohen serving in the Tabernacle.  The intent of ADONAI’s words for us to be holy extend beyond just these six passages.  The underlying meaning in each of these passage is obedience.  ADONAI’s lesson to us is that we should be obedient to His Torah, His teaching and instruction for our lives.  When we follow G-d’s direction to “be holy,” we set ourselves apart from disobedience, in other words, we set ourselves apart from sin.  This is not a guilt trip for us.  We all sin. Yochanan describes it for us: 4 “Everyone practicing sin also practices lawlessness—indeed, sin is lawlessness”. (1John 3:4 TLV).  The CJB is even more specific: “sin is violation of Torah.”  You can’t sugar-coat it.  Sin is lawlessness.  It is a violation of Torah.  We have to accept that fact.  But, our goal is to avoid sin.  Surely, each one of us sins.  But, when John puts in the word “practicing,” it is picturing a situation in which a person repeatedly sins; sins over and over.  But, the reality is that even the smallest sin is lawlessness.  John didn’t tell us this to condemn us, but to encourage us toward holiness and quickness to repent and ask for forgiveness.  
But, in reality, in six of these seven verses which we listed, Torah does not say “you shall be holy,”  although that is what you read in many Bible versions.  But, the Hebrew is actually more specific.  The underlying word in Hebrew is kedoshim and the TLV accurately translates this: 2 “Speak to all the congregation of Bnei-Yisrael and tell them: You shall be kedoshim, for I, Adonai your God, am holy” (Leviticus 19:2 TLV).  We usually think that this verse and the others say: “You shall be kadosh;” “you shall be holy,” but it is more specific than that.  It actually says: “You shall be holy ones.”  This brings it down to our level, the level of the individual.  ADONAI is speaking directly to us.  As individual followers of Yeshua, we are to be “holy ones,” ones who have set themselves apart by their commitment to serve ADONAI fully and completely.  And, this speaks directly to our obedience to ADONAI and to Yeshua.          
A question came up in our Messianic Life discussion two weeks ago which is extremely relevant to our correct understanding of holiness.  It had to do with how a particular Scripture was interpreted in a recent church sermon heard by one of our folks.  Was the interpretation which was heard correct?  Should it mean the same thing in church as it does here in our congregation or in another Messianic Jewish congregation?  Before we look at the Scripture, we first need to lay some ground work.
	There was a mindset established in the early centuries after Yeshua’s time which totally changed the approach which He had taught to His disciples and which His disciples had taught to their students.  It was the idea that the Torah, the Law, was bad.  This is a theology known as “antinomianism.”  A definition of antinomian is: “the view that Christians are released by grace from observing the Laws of the Old Testament.”  We don’t dispute that the leaders in the Church have the authority to make decisions regarding the interpretation of Scripture within their body. Yeshua gave us that authority when He spoke to Shimon Kefa about binding and loosing in Matthew 16:19.  Binding and loosing is His permission to make halacha, to determine how we walk according to the Scriptures.  Halacha for us is simple.  We are to observe those instructions from ADONAI which we can observe today without a Temple and a priesthood.  Everything else is for us.  And, we are to do our best to interpret these mitzvot as accurately as we possibly can and within the context in which they were originally spoken.  
But, in some passages there is a line which certain Bible translators and interpreters have crossed. They have translated certain Scripture passages as antinomian even though they have no reason to do so except to re-emphasize their antinomian position; to reinforce the idea that Torah is no longer for today.
	The Scripture to which I am referring is Colossians 2:14.  The King James Version puts it this way.  G-d is the one doing the action: 14 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;” (Colossians 2:14 KJV).  Reading it in this version, it is interpreted according to the reader’s mindset.  A person who has been taught that the New Testament supersedes the Old Testament is very likely to take this to mean that the “Law” was nailed to the cross and was rendered null and void.  It is no longer in effect.  If you are Messianic in your approach and believe Yeshua’s words in Matthew 5 that not one jot or tittle will pass away from the Law, the Torah, until heaven and earth pass away, you will look at that as an incorrect interpretation.  And, as you will see in a moment, the King James translators translated it this way even in view of a different context staring them in the face.  In real estate, it is location, location, location!  In Scripture, it is context, context, context!  
The Greek word interpreted as ordinances in Colossians 2:14 is dogma.  The currently accepted religious meaning of dogma is: “the doctrine of belief in a religion or a political system.”  That would seem to go along with the antinomian view that the dogma, the doctrine, the laws, were nailed to the cross by G-d. But, is that really what Sha’ul meant?  The literal meaning of dogma in “ancient Greek” was something different.  It meant: “something that seems true.”  That would be in line with the TLV translation: 14 “He wiped out the handwritten record of debts with the decrees against us, which was hostile to us. He took it away by nailing it to the cross” (Colossians 2:14 TLV).  Understood this way, it means that Yeshua’s death on the cross took away a “true record” of our sins.  Nailing them to the cross means that the change brought by the cross took them away.  Actually, it was Yeshua’s death on the cross which took them away.  “Nailing them to the cross” is a metaphor meaning exactly that.  
There is no other Scripture in which we can find that Yeshua’s death on the stake even hinted at nullifying the Laws found in the Tanakh, the Hebrew Bible.  Don’t you find it very unlikely that G-d, that Elohim, would do away with His own Torah by nailing it to the stake?  It is clear from the preceding verse in the KJV that He is the one who did the nailing: 13 “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he (G-d) quickened together with him (Yeshua), having forgiven you all trespasses;” (Colossians 2:13 KJV).  G-d is the one who forgave us all of our trespasses, our sins.  And, G-d is the one doing the nailing.  What is the context in this verse?  Having been forgiven of all of our trespasses, our sins, by ADONAI, isn’t it much more likely that what He nailed to the cross was those very same trespasses, our sins?  That is the context of these two verses in Colossians 2:13 and 14.  It was our list of trespasses, our list of sins, which G-d nailed to the stake. 
	If a person’s overall mindset is that the “Old Testament” is not in effect for Christians with regard to laws, they will invariably make this kind of interpretation.  This is not a judgment of those who teach it in this way.   They are the leaders of their congregations and are individually responsible to G-d for their teaching.  But, each of us who teaches has to be very aware of the responsibility required for this position.  Yeshua’s brother Ya’acov said: 1 “Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, since you know that we will receive a stricter judgment” (James 3:1 TLV).  Each person who teaches is responsible to ADONAI for what he teaches.  I know that my knowledge is imperfect and that I may not be correct in my teachings sometimes, even though I strive to be completely Scriptural.  But, I have accepted that responsibility.  I am responsible to ADONAI.  And, this is a responsibility which is laid upon everyone who teaches. 
But, the way the King James Version is written doesn’t change anything for us.  We have to be Berean and search the Scriptures to find the correct meaning.  That being said, we believe that ADONAI’s Torah is for us today.  Our “set apartness” is based upon that understanding.  And, we know that this has nothing to do with salvation.  We do not be obedient in order to be saved.  We seek to be obedient after we have trusted Yeshua, after we are saved, because we know that G-d has asked us to obey.  You have all seen Beit Shalom’s motto on my shirt.  You’ve seen it on the sign on the building and you’ve seen it on our teaching letterheads.  “Hear, Trust, Obey.”  It comes from two Scriptures.  First, 17 “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Messiah” (Romans 10:17 TLV).  Faith is trust.  We could say it in this way: “trust comes from hearing and hearing by the word of Messiah.”  We first trust in Yeshua and then we learn and follow by hearing His Word.  The second Scripture is from Sha’ul’s closing words to his letter to the congregation at Rome: 25 “Now to the One who is able to strengthen you according to my Good News and the proclamation of Yeshua the Messiah, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages 26 but now is revealed and through the Writings of the Prophets has been made known to all the nations, according to the commandment of the eternal God to bring about obedience of faith” (Romans 16:25-26 TLV).  We focus on those last words; “to bring about our obedience to G-d through our faith, our trust.” Because of our trust, our faith, we obey.  But also, because of our faithfulness, we obey.  It is our emunah which is both our faith and our faithfulness.  The Complete Jewish Bible also says it in a very clear way: 25 Now to God, who can strengthen you, according to my Good News, in harmony with the revelation of the secret truth which is the proclamation of Yeshua the Messiah, kept hidden in silence for ages and ages, 26 but manifested now through prophetic writings, in keeping with the command of God the Eternal, and communicated to all the Gentiles to promote in them trust-grounded obedience” – (Romans 16:25-26 CJB).  That is what Yeshua is teaching us: “obedience based upon our trust, our faith.”  Remember these words: “trust grounded obedience.”  That is what we believe and teach at Beit Shalom: Hear, Trust, Obey; trust grounded obedience.  That is our calling in holiness.  First, we must trust Yeshua, then we must hear His Word and then we must be obedient to His Word.  “Be holy ones because I, ADONAI, am holy.”
Psalm 93:5 speaks of holiness: 5 “Your testimonies are very sure. Holiness befits Your House, Adonai, for endless days” (Psalm 93:5 TLV).  The psalmist is saying something similar: “Your Torah is clear and holiness benefits us who fear You ADONAI forever!”
As we conclude our Messianic Life Study today, may we not forget what we have learned together during these sixteen weeks.  ADONAI has called each one of us to a greater commitment of service as a disciple of Yeshua.  <14> Shimon Kefa exhorts us: 13 “So brace your minds for action. Keep your balance. And set your hope completely on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Yeshua the Messiah. 14 Like obedient children, do not be shaped by the cravings you had formerly in your ignorance. 15 Instead, just like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in everything you do. 16 For it is written, “Kedoshim you shall be, for I am kadosh.” 17 If you call on Him as Father—the One who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds—then live out the time of sojourning in reverent fear” (1Peter 1:13-17 TLV).  Remember: He is kadosh; He is holy.  We are called to be kedoshim; holy ones.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I close with Kevin Geoffrey’s final encouragement to each of us in his book: “And so, disciple of Messiah, will you press onward from this day forward, to become more and more like the Master?  If you are diligent to live by the Word daily and walk in the fruitfulness and power of the Spirit, how much more will you know the joy and abundance of the Messianic life?”  Shabbat shalom!

           

1

image1.png
BEIT SHALOM

HEAR - TRUST - OBEY




