                                                     [image: ]
Parasha Vayishlach				                                   November 24, 2018
Genesis 32:3-36:43								                                      Hosea 11:7-12:12; Obadiah 1:1-21								  Matthew 26:36-46
Shabbat shalom mishpocha! Our Parasha today is Vayishlach, but we will not focus on it today.  Visit our message tab at beitshalom.us to access past messages from Vayishlach.  Today we will have a tune-up for our upcoming discipleship study.  On December 15th, we will begin a study of Messianic Life, a discipleship journey written by Kevin Geoffrey of Perfect Word Ministries.  Beit Shalom completed this sixteen week study ten years ago.  It was excellent!  It is time to study it again.  Some of you were not here then and for those who were, it will be a welcome refresher.
Today we begin with this verse from Matthew: 1 At that hour the disciples came to Yeshua, saying, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:1 TLV)?  With this verse, Yeshua began teaching His disciples about walking in the Torah commandments of ADONAI.  This we recognize as being His discipleship training for those whom He eventually commanded in Matthew 28 (18-20) to go and make other disciples.  We understand that is what it is because of Yeshua’s use of the term “kingdom of heaven.”  This was a 1st century Jewish way of saying: “kingdom of G-d” which was understood to be partial in people’s lives during the olam hazeh, this age, and becoming complete in the olam habah, the coming age in which Messiah will return to reign on the earth.
In the time of Yeshua, one who had the privilege of walking in the Kingdom of Heaven or Kingdom of G-d, had to accept “the yoke of the kingdom” which was acceptance of Torah commandments.  One who accepted the “yoke of the kingdom” and faithfully wore it was considered “great.”  This explains Yeshua’s disciple’s question: “Who then is the greatest in the kingdom?”  That is not necessarily the question for us as Messianic followers of Yeshua today.  Rather, it is: is Torah for us today and what does it have to do with being Yeshua’s disciple?
Yeshua’s brother Ya’acov spoke about this.  He said: 22 “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deluding yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror—24 for once he looks at himself and goes away, he immediately forgets what sort of person he was. 25 But the one who looks intently into the perfect Torah, the Torah that gives freedom, and continues in it, not becoming a hearer who forgets but a doer who acts—he shall be blessed in what he does” (Jacob 1:22-25 TLV).  Are we hearers of the Torah and not doers or are we hearers and also doers of the Torah?
  Regarding Torah, Yeshua said: 19 “Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others the same, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever keeps and teaches them, this one shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:19 TLV).  Is this just semantics?  I don’t think so.  Here again, we’re back to our opening verse and the disciples’ question: “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”  Yeshua gave them the answer:  “But whoever keeps and teaches them, this one shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven?”  By saying this He was expressing a Hebraic axiom:  “You can’t keep or practice Torah until you’re familiar with its requirements.”
This principle was also emphasized by Sha’ul.  He said: 16 “All Scripture is inspired by God and useful for teaching, for reproof, for restoration, and for training in righteousness,…” (2Timothy 3:16 TLV).  As you all know, the Scripture which he was referring to was the Tanakh, the only Scripture there was at that time.  The principle stated by Sha’ul was also the foundation of Yeshua’s teaching: teaching that Torah study leads to Torah doing, which then causes a person to be either the greatest or the least in the kingdom according to Matthew 5:16.
Going back to Matthew 18 we continue:  2 And He called a child to Himself, set him in the midst of them, 3 and said, “Amen, I tell you, unless you turn and become like children, you shall never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever then shall humble himself like this child, this one is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:2-4 TLV).  “Unless you turn and become like children!”  The word turn is translated from the Greek strepho.  But, those of us who have been Messianic followers of Yeshua for some time recognize “turn” as representing the Hebrew word teshuvah.  What Yeshua was saying was that unless you turn away from rebellion against the laws of G-d and turn toward the laws of G-d, you can’t enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  Teshuvah means to repent, turn, and walk away from your former way of life, your sin. 
Yeshua also used the word humble: “Whoever then shall humble himself like this child, this one is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”  2 “For My hand has made all these things, so all these things came to be,” declares Adonai. “But on this one will I look, one humble and of a contrite spirit, who trembles at My word” (Isaiah 66:2 TLV).  This is the concept of “fear of the L-rd.”  Every Shabbat we begin our service with Mah Tovu and in it we say: “There I will fear Your holiness, O L-rd.”  A humble person in addition to many other good traits, has a proper fear of ADONAI.  We cannot be great in the Kingdom of Heaven without humility.
Yeshua continues to teach His disciples how to be great in the Kingdom of Heaven throughout Matthew 18.   But, rather than continue with this today, I suggest that each of you read this chapter while attempting to understand what Yeshua was teaching about “being great in the Kingdom of Heaven.”
There is no question in my mind that Yeshua is teaching Torah observance for His followers.  That’s the way we understand it and that is the halakha of Beit Shalom.  Halakha comes from the word halak meaning “walk.”  Halakha means “how we walk spiritually,” that is, how we interpret Scripture and how we follow it.  But, this is only for us and others who choose to accept it.  We do not speak for other congregations or for the Church.  It is up to their leaders to set their own halakha.  One day when they were near Caesarea Philippi, Yeshua asked His disciples who men say that He is.  Shimon Kefa gave the correct answer: “You are the Mashiach, the Son of the Living G-d.”  In response, Yeshua said: 19 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you forbid on earth will have been forbidden in heaven and what you permit on earth will have been permitted in heaven” (Matthew 16:19 TLV) (also Matthew 18:18).  Forbidding and permitting are also referred to as binding and loosing.  Through the transference of authority, the spiritual keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, Yeshua gave His disciples the authority to make binding decisions regarding halakha.  That’s what it’s about: halakha.  It was not a new thing, but was something which had been practiced by the rabbis and other leaders of Israel for hundreds of years.  Yeshua has given us that same authority, the authority to make halakha for those whom we have responsibility.  But, He has not given us authority to establish halakha for others.  That is up to their leaders.  
The keys to the Kingdom of Heaven are important.  Having this authority allows us to walk in the spiritual understanding which comes both through study and the witness of the Ruach Kodesh, G-d’s Spirit.  Through this process we understand how to follow Torah.  Those to whom this authority has been given are allowed to interpret Torah for those in their charge, but only for them.  We have also learned today that being great in the Kingdom of Heaven is related to Torah observance and teaching it to others.  Regarding the Yoke of the Kingdom, Yeshua said: 29 “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and ‘you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:29-30 TLV).  It’s not hard to follow Yeshua.  But, it does require study and commitment.  What we have covered today is not necessarily in our upcoming discipleship study.  It will address these subjects: being a disciple, counting the cost, making disciples, leading a holy life, being a person of integrity, persevering through trials, living by the Word and walking in the Spirit.  Kevin Geoffrey, who authored this study encourages us to: “Prepare your heart for a soul-searching journey that will reveal who you truly are in Messiah, that you may know the abundance and joy of living the Messianic life.”  Shabbat shalom!

[bookmark: _GoBack][Being obedient to Torah commands is only commanded for a follower of Yeshua.  You must first submit to His authority before seeking to follow Torah.  The “yoke of the Torah” without salvation yields death while Yeshua’s “yoke” yields eternal life.]
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