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Chol HaMoed Sukkot			                                                September 28, 2018   
Exodus 33:12-34:26
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the Shabbat which falls within Chag HaSukkot, the Festival of Tabernacles, we are reminded of humanity’s desire to know ADONAI; to know G-d.  Just as Yeshua came and tabernacled with us, during these days we especially wish to tabernacle with Him.  Moses had that same desire. In our reading for this Shabbat, Moses implores ADONAI to let him see His Glory. 18 ….., “Please, show me Your glory” (Exodus 33:18b TLV)!  ADONAI would not allow Moses to see His face, but tells Moses: 19 ….., “I will cause all My goodness to pass before you, and call out the Name of Adonai before you. I will be gracious toward whom I will be gracious, and I will show mercy on whom I will be merciful” (Exodus 33:19 TLV). ADONAI said that He would call out His name before Moses; He would describe His qualities to Moses.  We may never experience that which Moses experienced.  More than likely we will not.  But, we do have ADONAI’s divine presence living within us.  We have His Ruach HaKodesh, His Holy Spirit, living in us.  And because we do, we have the potential of experiencing His Shekhinah, His awesome presence and glory in our own lives.  On this Chol HaMoed of Sukkot, we are reminded of our own desire to be intimate with ADONAI.  The goal which we set as a congregation in the beginning of the month of Elul was to become more individually intimate with ADONAI and Messiah Yeshua.  Moses’ request should also be our requests: “Show me your glory.”  I have only experienced His glory minimally and that in but a few brief times of worship.  And, I’m not sure whether or not any of us could handle it on a sustained basis.  Nevertheless, we should seek ADONAI’s k’vod, His glory, in a measure which we can handle.  Experiencing even a small amount of His shekhinah in us would sustain us and keep us on the path which He has set for us.  That is our goal in these last days, to be more in symphony with the Father and our Messiah and more like them in our ways.
Moses called upon the name of ADONAI and ADONAI allowed Moses to see a portion of His glory.  ADONAI said:  YHVH, YHVH, El, rachum vechanun erech apaiyim verav-chesed ve’emet notser chesed la'alafim nose avon vafesha vechata'ah venakeh lo yenake poked avon avot al-banim ve'al-bnei vanim al-shileshim ve'al-ribe'im.  6 ……., “Adonai , Adonai, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness and truth, 7 showing mercy to a thousand generations, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, yet by no means leaving the guilty unpunished, but bringing the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children, to the third and fourth generation” (Exodus 34:6-7 TLV). In tradition, these words are called “The Thirteen Attributes of Mercy,” Shelosh-'Esreh Middot HaRakhamim.  But, the way that they are counted and also explained, differs among the ancient rabbis.  They have placed their own individual interpretations upon ADONAI’s words.  I will not repeat their interpretations.  But, what I see in these attributes is much simpler and easier to understand.  They are His personality which is shown in His great mercy and His great grace along with His righteous justice.  There is no way that we will ever fully understand the awesomeness of ADONAI, no matter how hard we try.  But, we can understand the English translation of the words which appear between YHVH, YHVH and la'alafim nose avon vafesha vechata'ah venakeh lo yenake poked avon avot al-banim ve'al-bnei vanim al-shileshim ve'al-ribe'im.  They are:  compassionate, gracious, slow to anger, abundant in lovingkindness, abundant in truth, mercy and forgiveness.  These are traits which Yeshua teaches us to have.  The last part, “yet by no means leaving the guilty unpunished, but bringing the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children, to the third and fourth generation” is not for us, but for our righteous judge. We are called to be like Him.  By emulating these attributes of ADONAI, we walk fully in the Sh’ma loving Him with all our heart, mind and strength and loving our neighbor as ourselves.  When we do this with all our hearts, we know ADONAI to the best of our frail, human abilities.  That is our calling.
Since we are celebrating Chag HaSukkot, a comparison of the sukkah and the Tabernacle comes to mind.  John gives us a clue to the connection: 14 “And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us. We looked upon His glory, the glory of the one and only from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14 TLV).  John tells us that Yeshua came to earth and lived in an earthly body.  Some Bible versions say that He “pitched His tent among us,” that is, His body.  The Greek word translated as tabernacle here is skeine.  In the Greek language Tanakh known as the LXX or Septuagint, skeine translates the Hebrew word mishkan, the word for the Tabernacle in the wilderness.  The mishkan was ADONAI’s dwelling place on earth, His sukkah, His shelter, if you will.  The building which took the place of the mishkan during King Solomon’s reign was the Temple.  Yeshua described His body as a Temple: 19 “Destroy this Temple,” Yeshua answered them, “and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Judean leaders then said to Him, “Forty-six years this Temple was being built, and You will raise it up in three days?” 21 But He was talking about the temple of His body (John 2:19-21 TLV).  And, our bodies are also described as a Temple if we have trusted Yeshua as Savior and have the Ruach Kodesh living within us.  Sha’ul said: 19 “Or don’t you know that your body is a temple of the Ruach ha-Kodesh who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own” (1Corinthians 6:19 TLV)?  He said this after a warning against sexual immorality.  That was the context, but the warning would also fit other types of abuse to our bodies.  Committing our bodies to Yeshua is a very serious commitment.  We are to treat our bodies like a Temple in which the Holy Spirit lives.
But, did you know that Yeshua didn’t actually say that His body was a Temple?  And, did you know that Sha’ul didn’t actually say that our bodies were a Temple?  He did, but he didn’t.  The Greek word used in both places, John 2 and 1Corinthians 6 is naos.  It does mean temple or shrine.  But, it also has a very specific meaning which narrows the focus considerably.  It means Temple, but refers to that part of the Temple or Tabernacle where G-d Himself resides.  It’s not the whole Temple, just a very specific part of it.  It is that part of the Temple called the sanctuary and more specifically, it is the Holy of Holies.  If we use the broader definition of Temple for our bodies, we are symbolically saying that sin is allowed.  In the outer court of the Temple, sin was present as it was laid upon the sacrifices before they were slaughtered.  But, in the Holy of Holies, there is no sin, only the holy presence of ADONAI.  In reality, our bodies are to be the Sanctuary of the Holy Spirit or the Holy of Holies of the Holy Spirit.  When Yeshua spoke about His body to the Judean leaders, He was actually saying that His body was the Holy of Holies, the dwelling place of ADONAI on earth.  And, that is what our bodies are to be also, the dwelling place of ADONAI’s Spirit on the earth.  ADONAI has a Tabernacle in Heaven.  The Tabernacle in the wilderness was a copy according to its pattern.  ADONAI dwelled there in the Holy of Holies when it existed.  When we trust Yeshua as Messiah, our bodies become ADONAI’s dwelling place.  The Ruach Kodesh which proceeds from both the Father and the Son lives in us.  Our bodies are the naos, the Holy dwelling place symbolized in the Tabernacle and Temple.  It is a higher calling.  We are not just the Temple of the Holy Spirit, but the naos, the Holy of Holies, of the Holy Spirit.  An easier way to remember it is “we are the sanctuary of the Holy Spirit.”
As you continue to celebrate Sukkot, celebrate it with joy in the knowledge that your name has been written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  ADONAI’s Festival of Sukkot is His promise that Yeshua, the Lamb, will one day tabernacle with us for eternity.  But, as we await Him, also strive for your higher calling.  May we all seek to walk as Sha’ul did when he said: 10 “My aim is to know Him and the power of His resurrection and the sharing of His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death— 11 if somehow I might arrive at the resurrection from among the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained this or been perfected, but I press on if only I might take hold of that for which Messiah Yeshua took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself as having taken hold of this. But this one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the reward of the upward calling of God in Messiah Yeshua. 15 Therefore let all who are mature have this attitude; and if you have a different attitude in anything, this also God will reveal to you” (Philippians 3:10-15 TLV).  Chag Sameach! 
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