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Erev Rosh Hashanah 5779                                                            September 9, 2018
L’Shanah tovah umetukah!  May you have a good and sweet year is one customary greeting heard on Rosh Hashana.  That’s something which we all want; that everything would go well for us and our family.  Another greeting often heard is L'shanah tovah tikateivu.  It means may you be inscribed for a good year.  What is understood, but not said, is “in the book of life.”  That is the focus of Rosh Hashanah. 
Two thousand years ago, Jews had a G-d-ordained  way to have life for another year.  In the days of the Tabernacle and later the Temple, the Kohen Gadol, the High Priest, would enter the Kodesh haKodeshim, the Holy of Holies on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, and sprinkle the sacrificial blood of a goat on the Ark of the Covenant inside.  This blood provided atonement for the sins of the people for another year.  But, that opportunity has not been available since the year 70 CE when the Roman army destroyed the Temple in Jerusalem.  
Since that time without the Temple, the rabbis developed an alternative method of atonement to take the place of the three daily sacrifices in the Temple.  They are teshuvah, tefillah, and tzedakah,  repentance, prayer, and charitable giving.  The Talmud also teaches that during the Days of Awe, the ten days from Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur, a person must give an account of himself for the last year and six questions are asked of everyone when they knock at Heaven’s door?  They are: were your dealings honest, did you devote time to Torah, did you involve in procreation (have children), did you look forward to salvation, did you reason wisely and did you deduce one thing from another (Talmud: Shabbat 32 a-b).  If you could satisfactorily answer these questions, then your name would be written in the “Book of Life” for another year.  And, the “gates of heaven” are open for names to be inscribed “for another year” from the day of Rosh Hashanah until the final shofar of Yom Kippur.  During that time each Jew must give an account of himself to ADONAI.
Is there really a Book of Life?  Would you be surprised to learn that it was first mentioned not very long after Israel made their exodus from Egypt?  While Moses was on the mountain with ADONAI, Israel made a golden calf. When he came down and found them worshipping the idol, Moses had the statue of the calf ground to powder and then ordered those who worshipped it to be put to death.  31 Then Moses returned to Adonai and said, “Alas, these people have sinned greatly, and made gods of gold! 32 Yet now, please forgive their sin. But if not, please blot me out of Your book that You have written.” 33 Adonai said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot out of My book” (Exodus 32:31-33 TLV).  Does ADONAI keep some sort of ledger or logbook in which He records our deeds?  Sha’ul said that ADONAI knows our deeds and that we will have to give an account of them.  10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Messiah, so that each one may receive what is due for the things he did while in the body—whether good or bad” (2Corinthians 5:10 TLV).
Our wish tonight for all of our brothers and sisters is that they would know the truth; ADONAI’s truth.  When the Temple was destroyed in the year 70 and sacrifices were no longer possible, ADONAI did not leave Israel without hope.  Forty years earlier He had provided for atonement for them through the death of His Son Yeshua; not just for a year, but eternally.  In the Temple only innocent blood could provide atonement.  The innocent animals sacrificed had nothing to do with the sin, but it was their blood which paid the sin price.  ADONAI said: 11 “For the life of the creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your lives—for it is the blood that makes atonement because of the life” (Leviticus 17:11 TLV).  And, in the Temple, it was the death of an innocent animal which provided life, atonement for another year.  ADONAI loved those whom He called to be a nation of priests so much that He gave His only Son as a permanent sin sacrifice.  Through Yeshua’s death, ADONAI established a New Covenant with Israel.  Yeshua was the sinless sacrifice whose innocent blood made the covenant effective and provided permanent atonement, not only for Israel, but also for the people of the Nations, the Gentiles (Jeremiah 31:32).  Through the death of ADONAI’s Son, a man completely innocent of all the crimes placed upon Him, permanent atonement was provided for all who will call upon His name.
The Judaism of today says that it does not believe in either substitutionary atonement or human sacrifice.  That would leave out Yeshua’s death in which He took our place because we were the ones deserving of death and He died for us.  Since He was a human being, that also leaves out His human sacrificial death.  The truth of Yeshua’s sacrificial death is not logical.  But, ADONAI does not necessarily do things in a way that we consider logical.  But, Yeshua’s sacrifice is true and available to us.  And, the Ruach Kodesh, the Holy Spirit, is speaking this truth to everyone’s human spirit if they will but listen.  And, our sincere prayer is for the salvation of our brothers and sisters; that they would know their goel, their kinsman redeemer Yeshua.  
There really is a Book of Life, or maybe more correctly, books.  We find this in the Book of Daniel.  But today, this book is not given much credibility in Judaism.  The Talmud says that “Daniel was not a prophet” and Judaism generally does not accept much of what he said as being noteworthy.  Throughout his time in Babylon, Daniel had several visions.  Here is one of them: 9 “While I was watching, thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His garment was as white as snow, and the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, its wheels a burning fire. 10 A river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him. Thousands of thousands attended Him and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened” (Daniel 7:9-10 TLV).  Daniel saw ADONAI, the Father, presiding over the heavenly court.  There were books which were opened in preparation for judgment. Judaism also teaches that there are books which ADONAI keeps.  Rabbi Yochanan said: “Three books are opened (in heaven) on New Year, one for the thoroughly wicked, one for the thoroughly righteous, and one for the intermediate. He explained that on Rosh Hashanah, the first day of the yamim noraim, the  “Days of Awe” the thoroughly righteous are immediately inscribed in the book of life. At the same time, the thoroughly wicked are immediately inscribed in the book of death.  But, the person in intermediate status has to wait until Yom Kippur to learn whether he will live or die.  That person has ten days to change his status; either to move up to the book of life or move down to the book of death (Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Rosh Hashana 16b).  The life referred to by Rabbi Yochanan is “eternal life.”  The ancient rabbis believed and taught that those who received life would live in the olam haba, the “world to come” with King Messiah and we believe that too.  I don’t know if Rabbi Yochanan’s description of the books is absolutely correct.  But, we do know from Daniel’s vision that ADONAI does have “books.”
Daniel’s vision continued and he saw beasts representing earthly kingdoms that were to come.  Then, he said this: 13 “I was watching in the night visions. Behold, One like a Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days, and was brought into His presence. 14 Dominion, glory and sovereignty were given to Him that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will never pass away, and His kingdom is one that will not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13-14 TLV).  That certainly appears to be Yeshua, doesn’t it?  In the four Gospels, Yeshua referred to Himself a number of times as “the Son of Man.”  It is reported that “the Son of Man” is found 81 times in the Gospels.  The Hebrew term, ben adam, “son of man,” is also reportedly found more than one hundred times in the Tanakh, and primarily refers to mankind, the children of Adam.  But, in Daniel 7, “one like a son of man” definitely did not refer to mankind.  When Yeshua spoke about Himself to His disciples or the Pharisees, He added the definite article “the” and referred to Himself as “the Son of Man.”  In doing this, He was using a method of teaching commonly used in that day.  A rabbi or a teacher would refer to a passage in the Tanakh as a hint back at some particular thing or event. This “hinting” would tie what was said by the teacher to a Scripture passage which the hearers would immediately recognize. By referring to Himself as the Son of Man, He was saying that He was the One pictured as coming on the clouds in Daniel 7.
On this Rosh Hashanah, especially during the Ten Days of Awe, we pray for the salvation of all Israel.  In Parasha Nitzavim which we read yesterday, Moses told us what would happen in the acharit hayamim, the end of days: 6 “Also Adonai your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants—to love Adonai your God with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live” (Deuteronomy 30:6 TLV). Circumcising the heart refers to submitting your human spirit to the full and complete will of ADONAI.  It takes place in our heart  when we submit to Yeshua.  From this we receive life, not just for one more year, but life eternal.  This is the time.  We are in the end of days more than 3,400 years since Moses spoke those words.  One particular statement which Yeshua made is most appropriate for anyone, Jew or Gentile, who is considering Yeshua. 2 And He called a child to Himself, set him in the midst of them, 3 and said, “Amen, I tell you, unless you turn and become like children, you shall never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:2-4 TLV).  After we have heard the Besorah, the Good News about Yeshua, we must have the trusting faith of a small child.  The truth about Yeshua as Messiah is found both in the Tanakh, the Hebrew Bible, and also in the Ketuvim Shlichim, the Scriptures written by His disciples.  We do need to know and to understand these truths.  But ultimately, the truth about Yeshua is interpreted in our own spirits by the Ruach Kodesh, the Holy Spirit.  If we open ourselves to hear the voice of the Ruach Who is speaking to us, we will be convinced.  We will know without doubting that, indeed, Yeshua is the true and only way to eternal life.  Teshuvah, tefillah, and tzedakah, repentance, prayer and charitable giving, are good things and should be a part of the life of every person who loves ADONAI.  But, they are not a substitute for G-d’s plan which provides the innocent and effective blood of our Messiah as the answer to Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement.
During the yamim noraim, the Ten Days of Awe in this new year of 5779, we pray for all who do not know Yeshua, both Jew and Gentile.  May they trust in Yeshua and have their names written in the “Lamb’s Book of Life. Shana Tovah!

Rosh Hashanah 5779                                                                September 10, 2018
Shanah tovah!  Our lesson last night was about the books which ADONAI keeps and most importantly, the Lamb’s Book of Life.  Today we will speak about the shofar and its relevance to this festival, Yom Teruah, which we also call Rosh Hashanah. Teruah means “shout” and the rabbis interpret this to mean “an awakening shofar blast.” The Rambam, Maimonides, calls to us across the centuries:  “Awake you sleepers from your slumber and rouse you from your lethargy.  Scrutinize your deeds and return in repentance.”  Our talk last night was mostly about repentance.  Today we will talk about the instrument which wakes us from our slumber, the shofar.
We have seen in our past studies that every festival of ADONAI has relevance for us.  The spring festivals of Matzah, Unleavened Bread, which includes Pesach, Passover, and the Festival of Shavuot, Pentecost, have been fulfilled by Yeshua.  The Egyptian Passover, in which a lamb’s blood on the doorposts of Israel’s homes caused the death angel to pass over their homes was fulfilled by Yeshua during Passover in the year 30 CE when He died on a stake as the Passover lamb, the sin sacrifice for Israel.  He is also the unleavened and sinless “Bread of Life” pictured in Hag HaMatzot, the Festival of Unleavened Bread.  Fifty days after Passover in that same year, 30 CE, He sent the Ruach Kodesh, the Holy Spirit, to write His Torah on the hearts of His disciples who were attending Hag HaShavuot, the Festival of Weeks.  Yeshua’s death cut the New Covenant at Passover and His Torah was written on His disciple’s hearts and also the hearts of the 3000 others who trusted Him on that day.  This fulfilled ADONAI’s promise of writing His Torah on our hearts.  32 “But this is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after those days” —it is a declaration of Adonai— “I will put My Torah within them. Yes, I will write it on their heart. I will be their God and they will be My people” (Jeremiah 31:32 TLV).
[bookmark: _GoBack]But, where does the shofar come in?  To learn that, we have to go all the way back to Mount Sinai.  While ADONAI was preparing to give Israel His Torah, there was the sound of a shofar.  16 In the morning of the third day, there was thundering and lightning, a thick cloud on the mountain, and the blast of an exceedingly loud shofar. All the people in the camp trembled. 17 Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they stood at the lowest part of the mountain. 18 Now the entire Mount Sinai was in smoke, because Adonai had descended upon it in fire. The smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace. The whole mountain quaked greatly. 19 When the sound of the shofar grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him with a thunderous sound (Exodus 16:16-19 TLV).  This awe-inspiring supernatural sound is the way that ADONAI chose to get the attention of Israel at this very, very significant event.  After being delivered from the captivity of the Egyptians, the people of Israel were about to enter into covenant with the Creator of the universe.  It had been more than 400 years since He had promised the Land of Canaan to their ancestor Abraham.  This fearful sound which they heard that morning at the base of the mountain is what became known as “the first shofar.”
Although ADONAI taught Israel the use of the shofar and they would eventually use it daily in their lives with Him, He chose to use it only three times in all the centuries of His relationship with them. Before we talk about the second shofar sounded by ADONAI, I am going to go ahead and tell you about the third.  It is called “the great shofar,” Shofar HaGadol, and it will be sounded on some final Yom Kippur.  But, out subject today is the second shofar blown.  Even though it would be thousands of years before this day would come for it to be blown, ADONAI established with Israel a yearly festival which was to be both a foreshadowing and also a preparation for the next time that He would cause His heavenly shofar to be sounded.   24 “Speak to Bnei-Yisrael, saying: In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you are to have a Shabbat rest, a memorial of blowing (shofarot), a holy convocation” (Leviticus 23:24 TLV).  And, we are here today honoring His command in preparation for what is called “the last shofar,” which we said a moment ago is not actually the last shofar.  There are at least two accounts of how this shofar got its name.  One is that since the shofar was blown daily in synagogues all through the month of Elul, the shofar blown on this day, Yom Teruah, was the last shofar blown in that season of worship.  The other account tells us that the words “last shofar” is actually an idiom for Yom Teruah, Rosh Hashanah, and when we hear those words we are to recognize that it is a reference to this festival.
Sha’ul spoke about the last shofar sounding in association with the resurrection of the dead.  51 “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last shofar. For the shofar will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruptibility and this mortal must put on immortality” (1Corinthians 15:51-53 TLV).  He is explaining that those who die believing in Messiah Yeshua will have a resurrection from being dead just like Yeshua did.  Mortal, human bodies will be replaced by bodies which can never decay and will last forever.  And, he tells us that this event will be accompanied by the sound of a shofar.  Another time he described it this way: 16 “For the Lord Himself shall come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the blast of God’s shofar, and the dead in Messiah shall rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left behind, will be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air—and so we shall always be with the Lord” (1Thessalonians 4:16-17 TLV).  Last night we read in Daniel 7 about Yeshua coming on the clouds to meet the Father at the heavenly court.  And, He will come for us in the same way.
When the Last Shofar is blown, it will become for Israel the culmination of thousands of years of relationship with ADONAI which began with His covenant at Sinai.  In these thousands of years, much happened.  ADONAI established a second covenant with Israel, the New Covenant.  It was much better than the First Covenant made at Sinai because rather than the blood of animals, this covenant was established through the blood of His own Son Yeshua.  And, all of us, Jew and Gentile who have entered into covenant with ADONAI through His Son Yeshua are here  at service today rehearsing for “the last shofar.”  We are waiting for the day that it will make the awesome sound which Israel heard in the beginning.
This shofar will announce Yeshua’s return to us to carry out His promise: 3 “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to Myself, so that where I am you may also be” (John 14:3 TLV).  And, as Sha’ul said: We will be with Him always.  This is not a subject that we can cover fully in the time we have today.  But, it could happen any day.  But, understand this: there will be no rebuilt Temple and no antimessiah, no human antichrist.  There will be no great end-time tribulation of seven years and because there will be none, it will not be pre, mid, post or post wrath trib.  There will be no driverless cars or pilotless airplanes.  25 “For I do not want you, brothers and sisters, to be ignorant of this mystery—lest you be wise in your own eyes—that a partial hardening has come upon Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 26 and in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer shall come out of Zion. He shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. 27 And this is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins” (Romans 11:25-27 TLV).  And, since this promise was made to Israel, I am certain that all Israel will have been saved and will go up with all of the other followers of Yeshua.  
There is also an expectation among the ancient rabbis similar to that which Sha’ul described.  They say that there is a connection between the shofar and the coming of Messiah.  There is a writing from the 8th century entitled Ma'ase Daniel.  It says: "Mashiach ben David (Messiah, Son of David), Eliyahu (Elijah) and Z’ruvabel (Zerrubabel), peace be upon him, will ascend the Mount of Olives.  And Mashiach will command Eliyahu to blow the shofar.  The light of the six days of Creation will return and be seen.  The light of the moon will be like the light of the sun, and ADONAI will send full healing to all the sick of Yisrael.  The second blast which Eliyahu will blow will make the dead rise.  They will rise from the dust and each man will recognize his fellow man, and so will husband and wife, father and son, brother and brother.  All will come to the Mashiach from the four corners of the earth, from east and from west, from north and from south.  The children of Yisrael will fly on the wings of eagles and come to the Mashiach."  If this is true, then this event will include the multitude of Jews who have trusted in Yeshua.   They will not be the mass of unsaved and untrusting Jews which current theology depicts them as during the great tribulation, but will be a vibrant evangelical group which is actively fulfilling ADONAI’s promise to them: 6 “So as for you, you will be to Me a kingdom of kohanim and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:6 TLV).  Be sure to be here next Shabbat to hear more about what will not happen when Yeshua comes on the clouds for us.
ADONAI created His festivals and told us to repeat them every year.  As we do, we are looking forward to the time of each one’s fulfillment.  Yom Teruah, Rosh Hashanah, will be fulfilled when the “last shofar is sounded.  By celebrating this festival each year, we are encouraged to stay ready so that when we hear that final shofar there will be nothing holding us back.  Yeshua said:    42 “Therefore stay alert; for you do not know what day your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what time the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and not let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect” (Matthew 24:42-44 TLV).  He is coming soon!  Shana Tovah!
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