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Parasha Ki Tavo					                         September 1, 2018	                                                              
Torah: 			Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8
Haftarah: 			Isaiah 60:1-22
K'tuvim Shlichim:		Romans 11:1-15
[bookmark: _GoBack]     Our Parasha this week is Ki Tavo.  Today, we continue our personal journey through the month of Elul as we prepare for the High Holy Days which are now just eight days away.  Let’s all continue to meditate on the Scriptures in our Elul Prayer Guide and to pray daily so that we will not only be prepared personally, but also prepared as a congregation for ADONAI’s plans for us.  Pray for a spiritual breakthrough, not only for us, but also for our fellow congregations in Messianic Judaism as we join together in prayer for the salvation of our brother and sister Jews, the group which we call “all Israel.”  We also pray for unity in the whole body of Messiah.  It is time for both!  It is time for Yeshua’s body to come into unity and the time is near for the salvation of all Israel!
     The Blessings and Curses are a major part of Parasha Ki Tavo.  They will be our major focus in today’s study.  We will see how they fit into ADONAI’s overall plan for Israel and consider some possibilities.  But, before we do that, I want to go back in time to set the stage for what happens in our parasha today.  How did Israel get to where they are in today’s parasha and specifically, how do certain events fit into time?  Sometimes we see the events which happen throughout the Tanakh as just a big blob all running together.  Picturing them in our minds as they happened and knowing when they happened can give us a better understanding and a longer memory of the things which we study.  So, today, we will be looking at quite a few dates.
     To set dates, I will be using the chronology of Dan Bruce in his book, Sacred Chronology Of The Hebrew Kings.  Theologians have many different opinions about historical dates and when things happened, but I believe that Bruce is as close to correct as anyone can be.  You can get this book as a free E-book from The Prophecy Society of Atlanta, www.prophecysociety.org.  We will begin with Abraham.  You will be seeing dates, but understand that as I use Dan Bruce’s dates, I am implying that they are “about” that date.  Avram, Abram, was born in Ur of the Chaldees in 2162 BCE.   The birth of this man and who he was to become, marks the beginning of ADONAI’s plan to redeem all the peoples of the earth to Himself.  Avram’s birth took place not too many years after the events of the Tower of Babel, a rebellion of the people of the earth against ADONAI.  At the time of Avram’s birth just a few years later, people worshipped many gods and did what was right in their own eyes.  We aren’t told, but think that Avram probably did too, that is until he got a call from ADONAI.  In 2087 BCE when Avram was 75 years old, he left Haran and entered the Land of Canaan.  In 2062, his son Yitzchak, Isaac, was born.  At the time of his birth, Avram had already been promoted by ADONAI to Avraham, promoted from “exalted father” to “father of a nation.  And, Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born.  In 2002 BCE, Ya’acov, Jacob, was born.  Fast-forward now through the days of Yosef, Joseph, through the years in Egypt to the time of the Exodus.  In 1442 BCE, 81 year old Moshe, Moses, led B’nei Yisra’el, the Children of Israel, out of Egypt.  After their time in the wilderness, in today’s parasha, the year is 1403 BCE and Israel is preparing to enter the land of Canaan.  Moses is now 120 years old and he would die not long after this.  In 1402, Yeshoshua, Joshua, led Israel across the Jordan River into the Land of Canaan.  This chart covers a lot of time; 760 years of Israel’s history.  It took ADONAI that many years, for whatever His reasons, to fulfill His promise of the Land to Abraham.
     In the Book of Deuteronomy, we saw in the preceding chapters that Moses retold what happened in the years in the wilderness to this new generation of Israelites who were about to enter Canaan.  They were made aware of all the details of the rebellion of their ancestor’s against ADONAI and against Moses.  ADONAI, all-knowing as He is, but especially in light of Israel’s past history of disobedience, is now warning the present generation and telling them what will happen in the future if they rebel again.  That is the context of the Blessings and Curses in today’s parasha.
     ADONAI gave this charge to Israel: 16 “This day Adonai your God is commanding you to do these statutes and ordinances—so you are to take care and do them with all your heart and with all your soul. 17 Today you have affirmed Adonai as your God, that you will walk in His ways, keep His statutes, mitzvot and ordinances, and listen to His voice. 18 Now today Adonai has affirmed you as His treasured people, as He promised you; that you are to keep all His mitzvot; 19 that He will set you high above all the nations He has made, for praise, fame and honor; and that you are to be a holy people to Adonai your God, as He has promised” (Deuteronomy 26:16-19 TLV). We see in these verses that Israel has already committed themselves to keep ADONAI’s mitzvot.  And, He has great plans for them when they keep His mitzvot, His commandments.  They will be a holy people, a set-apart nation, set high above the other nations of the earth.  
     The instructions continue: 4 “Now when you cross over the Jordan, you are to set up these stones about which I am commanding you today on Mount Ebal, and coat them with plaster. 5 There also you will build an altar to Adonai your God, an altar of stones—you are not to use an iron tool on them. 6 You are to build the altar of Adonai your God of whole stones, and you are to offer up burnt offerings on it to Adonai your God. 7 You are to sacrifice fellowship offerings and eat there, and you will rejoice before Adonai your God. 8 You are to write on the stones all the words of this Torah very clearly” (Deuteronomy 27:4-8 TLV).  ADONAI told them about it on this day, but it was not until later that these events would actually take place inside Canaan.  Deuteronomy 27 continued with the details of how this was to be done.  Half the tribes were to stand on Har Gerizim, Mount Gerizim, and to pronounce the blessings.  The other six tribes were to stand on Har Eval, Mount Ebal, and to pronounce the curses.  It was also on Mount Ebal that the plastered stones engraved with the Torah were to be set up as well as the altar on which Israel would offer the prescribed sacrifices.
     In 2005, Mary Louise and I were in Israel.  One particular day, we were in a place which afforded a very clear view of the place where all of this took place so long ago.  This map shows the Jordan River and surrounding area as it would have been at that time.  It is a topographic map, one which shows the different land elevations.  The higher mountains are the yellow color and graduating down through the green to the light gray of the lower lands and the darker gray around the river.
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We were visiting in a modern Israeli community called Elon Moreh which was near the top of Mount Kabir.  Mount Kabir is on this map and you will also see Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal to the west of it.  We’re not exactly sure how Joshua travelled into Canaan in order to carry out these instructions.  One idea is that he led Israel across the Jordan River in a northwest direction to just north of Mount Kabir and then circled around it and travelled southwest to reach Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim.  Or, it may have been some other way.  Down at the bottom of the map is Shiloh.  Even before all the land was distributed to the tribes, we find in Joshua 18 that the Tabernacle was set up at Shiloh.  On that trip we also visited Shiloh and while we were there, we especially felt the presence of the Ruach.  
     This is a picture which I took in 2005.  We are looking across from the top of Mount Kabir toward Gerizim and Ebal.  At the time that the Blessings and Curses took place, the village of Shechem was in between the two mountains.  Shechem means “saddle” and you can visualize the modern city lying in the curve of the saddle formed by the two mountains.  But, the city which you see in the picture is now primarily an Arab city called Nablus. Half of the twelve tribes were standing on Mount Gerizim to the left, half on Mount Ebal to the right, and the Ark of the Covenant was with some of the kohenim and Levites in the valley between the two mountains.  While we were there, we also had the opportunity to go to the top of Mount Gerizim, the place where the blessings were read, and to sound a shofar.
     Moses said to Israel: 1 “Now if you listen obediently to the voice of Adonai your God, taking care to do all His mitzvot that I am commanding you today, Adonai your God will set you on high—above all the nations of the earth. 2 Then all these blessings will come upon you and overtake you, if you listen to the voice of Adonai your God:” (Deuteronomy 28:1-2 TLV).  The Blessings were then listed, eleven specific blessings (Deuteronomy 28:2-14).  Not everyone understands that these are blessings which come about because of obedience to ADONAI’s Torah.  Some think that they are just nice blessings and choose to pronounce them on couples at weddings.  But, there is a much deeper meaning and it was backed up by the curses.  Then Moses said: 15 “But if you will not listen to the voice of Adonai your God, to take care to do all His mitzvot and statutes that I am commanding you today, all these curses will come on you and overtake you:” (Deuteronomy 28:15 TLV).  There are many more curses than blessings; fifty-four if I have counted correctly (Deuteronomy 28:16-68).  And these are many horrible things which came to pass in later years during ADONAI’s punishment of Israel.  During this punishment, some of Israel have eaten the flesh of their children because of their great hunger.  Some were driven mad by the terrible things which they saw.  We can’t even imagine how awful it was.
     But, we have to understand that blessings and curses are covenant words.  If you keep the covenant you will be blessed, but if you violate the covenant you will receive curses; terrible curses.  While these blessings and curses were directed to the nation as a whole, keeping them was also dependent upon the actions of the individuals.  But, much of the blame for not keeping the covenant also lay on the shoulders of the leaders who failed to properly lead in the years to come.  In the next parasha, Nitzavim, we find Moses’ prophecy about what is going to happen to Israel in the future; that is, after they come to their senses.  1 “Now when all these things come upon you—the blessing and the curse that I have set before you—and you take them to heart in all the nations where Adonai your God has banished you, 2 and you return to Adonai your God and listen to His voice according to all that I am commanding you today—you and your children—with all your heart and with all your soul, 3 then Adonai your God will bring you back from captivity and have compassion on you, and He will return and gather you from all the peoples where Adonai your God has scattered you” (Deuteronomy 30:1-3 TLV).  ADONAI is compassionate and even though He already knew that He would punish Israel by sending them into captivity and then scatter them, He promised that in the future He would bring them back to the Land which He promised them.
     Fast-forward again through the times of the Judges, through the Kingdom of Sha’ul, Saul, through the Kingdoms of David, David, and Shlomo, Solomon and we come to the time of Solomon’s son Rechav’am, Rehoboam.  Rehoboam was not the man that his father Solomon was and in the year 961 BCE, the united kingdom of Israel slipped from his fingers and was divided in two.  Now, there would be two kingdoms, the northern Kingdom of Israel and the southern Kingdom of Judah.  The new king of the northern kingdom was an idolater.  Setting up his kingdom in the north, King Jereboam abandoned Jerusalem and the Temple and set up two golden calves to be worshipped as gods.  When he did this, most of the kohenim and Levites abandoned the northern kingdom and took up residence in Benjamin and in Judah in the south.  The succeeding kings of the northern Kingdom of Israel continued in their wicked and idolatrous ways until they were defeated and the kingdom destroyed by Assyria in the year 722 BCE.  And, most of the people were taken into captivity.  
     During this same period, the Kingdom of Judah had generally continued to worship ADONAI, but not always whole-heartedly.  They had good kings and they had some bad kings throughout the years.  In 605 BCE, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, began besieging Jerusalem.  At that time, he took away a number of captives, including the young man Daniel.  In 598 and 597, Nebuchadnezzar besieged Jerusalem again and this time he took away 10,000 captives and some of the Temple treasures.  Nebuchadnezzar’s third invasion began in 588 and finally in 586, the Babylonian forces broke through the city wall and destroyed the Temple.  Even more captives were taken and the remaining Temple treasures were taken to Babylon.  By the year 586 when Jerusalem finally fell, Daniel was a middle-aged man and had been captive in Babylon for 19 years (605 to 586).
     As we know from his writings, Daniel was an extremely devoted follower of ADONAI.  He understood perfectly why death and captivity and all of the other troubles had come upon Jerusalem and the Kingdom of Judah.  He knew Torah and he knew the words of the prophets.  He knew that what had happened to them was the fulfillment of the curses which ADONAI had promised would come upon them if they did not keep His covenant.  But, he also knew when the captivity would end.  1 “In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of Median descent, who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans, 2 in the first year of his reign—I, Daniel, understood from the books that according to the word of Adonai to Jeremiah the prophet, the number of the years for the fulfilling of the desolation of Jerusalem would be 70 years” (Daniel 9:1-2 TLV).  From Dan Bruce’s timeline, the first year of Darius’s reign was 539 BCE.  At this time, Daniel had been in Babylon for 66 years and was now an old man in his eighties.  Daniel went before ADONAI in sackcloth and ashes with prayer and supplication for his people.  Most of the rest of chapter 9 is Daniel’s prayer on behalf of his people.  This is a part of his prayer.  4 I prayed to Adonai my God and confessed, saying: ‘O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps covenant and mercy with those who love Him and keep His mitzvot, 5 we have sinned; we have committed iniquity; we have acted wickedly; we have rebelled; we have turned away from Your mitzvot and from Your rulings. 6 We have not listened to Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings, our leaders and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 7 You Lord are righteousness, but shame covers our face to this day—the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and all Israel, near and far, in all the countries where you have banished them—because they behaved unfaithfully toward you” (Daniel 9:4-7 TLV).  As Daniel said, not even the kings and leaders listened to ADONAI’s voice and that was a major part of the problem.  We are now coming to our point for this discussion.  Because the children of Israel disobeyed ADONAI’s very specific directions given in the Book of Deuteronomy, He had no other choice than to carry out His just judgment.  And Daniel understood that it was just; that they deserved it.  But ADONAI is also full of mercy.  After Daniel’s prayer for mercy for Israel, the last four verses of Daniel chapter 9 are ADONAI’s answer of mercy.  He sent Gabriel to reveal the prophecy of Seventy Weeks which tell of the coming of Messiah Yeshua.  And, His coming would set the stage for the fulfillment of a New Covenant which ADONAI promised to Israel, a promise which He made through Jeremiah even while they were still in captivity in Babylon.  In due time ADONAI released the captives to return to Jerusalem where they would rebuild the city and the Temple.  Their return happened in several waves over a number of years and is described in the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah.  
      After they were back in Jerusalem and the city walls had been repaired and the gates put up, the people gathered before Ezra the kohen  to hear him read from the Torah of Moshe.  This happened on the 1st day of Tishrei, Rosh Hashana.  On the 2nd day of Tishrei they assembled again to try and understand the words of Torah which they had heard the day before.  14 They found written in the Torah that Adonai had commanded through Moses that Bnei-Yisrael should dwell in sukkot during the feast of the seventh month (Nehemiah 8:14 TLV).  This was a great revelation to everyone and the people were convicted in their spirits about it.  When the time came, they built sukkot on their roofs and in the courtyards throughout Jerusalem.  And, from the 15th to the 22nd of Tishrei, they kept the the festival.  17 The entire assembly who had returned from the captivity made sukkot and dwelt in the sukkot. Since the days of Joshua the son of Nun until that day Bnei-Yisrael had not done so—and the joy was very great (Nehemiah 8:17 TLV).  Does it surprise you that they had not kept Sukkot since Joshua’s time?  Did you have any idea that it had been that many years?  It is really hard for me to believe even though I have read it more than once.  We think about the devotion of Samuel, David and Solomon and their strong relationship with ADONAI.  Why didn’t Samuel who actually functioned as a High Priest not keep the covenant?  Why didn’t David, “a man after G-d’s own heart,” say something?  But, Scripture plainly tells us that they didn’t keep Sukkot and it is also very likely that they didn’t keep the other festivals either.  But, the most shocking truth that we learn is that Israel actually broke ADONAI’s covenant just a few years after He presented the Blessings and the Curses to them through Moses at the time of today’s parasha.  They heard about those terrible things which would happen.  And, it was not very long after they entered Canaan, less than 40 years later, that this happened.  When I think about this very early disobedience, the first thing that comes to my mind is how great is ADONAI’s mercy.  He gave Israel every benefit of the doubt and waited a very long time before He carried out His judgment.  
     We can calculate the number of years of His mercy by finding out when Joshua died.  The Book of Joshua 24:29 says that he died at the age of 110.  He was approximately the same age as Caleb who we can determine from Scripture was about 80 when Israel entered Canaan (Joshua 14:7).  If Joshua was 80 when he entered Canaan, 110 minus 80 means that Joshua served as Israel’s leader for 30 years after he led the people across the Jordan. According to our timeline, Israel entered Canaan in 1402 BCE.  Thirty years later Joshua died.  That would have been about 1372 BCE.  Just 31 years after Israel learned about the Blessings and Curses and what would happen if they violated covenant, they abandoned much of the covenant; probably not all of it, but much of the covenant.  Without Joshua and future capable leaders, the people were like sheep without a shepherd.  Here is a visual picture of how great ADONAI’s mercy was.  His mercy toward the northern Kingdom of Israel extended from 1372 BCE until 722 BCE.  Their punishment was not carried out until 650 years had passed.  And, then Assyria conquered them.  ADONAI’s mercy toward the southern Kingdom of Judah lasted a little longer because they were not quite as wicked as Israel.  His mercy for them extended from 1372 BCE until 586 BCE; 786 years.  Then Judah’s punishment was carried out through Nebuchadnezzar.  As Daniel told us in chapter 9, ADONAI had called to Israel and Judah through the prophets for many years prior to their punishment.  He gave them every opportunity to repent.  Shuv!  Return to Me!  Finally, their iniquity was too great and ADONAI’s judgment came upon the people whom He had called in Exodus 19 to be “priests to the nations.”  
     But, He never lost His love for them nor abandoned His promise.  Isaiah tells us that ADONAI was angry with Israel and deserted them for a brief moment, but that He will regather them and have compassion on them (Isaiah 54:4-10 TLV).  Even while they were still in captivity in Babylon, ADONAI promised them a New Covenant through Jeremiah (Jeremiah 31:30) and in almost the same breath, He said that Israel would not cease to be a nation before Him unless the sun, moon and stars stop shining and the ocean waves cease to roar.  He said that He will not cast off Israel unless the heavens can be measured or the foundations of the earth discovered (Jeremiah 31:34-36).  Those who embrace Replacement Theology have ignored these Scriptures and others like them.  ADONAI’s word makes it clear that He chose Abraham’s children for a purpose.  And, they will fulfill that purpose for which He called them.  
     Learning things such as we have learned today causes us to wonder why ADONAI did not just go ahead and punish Israel.  Or, why didn’t He just send His Son at the time of the Exodus and skip all of that trouble for Israel.  We don’t know.  Maybe it was because He first had to make Abraham’s descendants into a real people; a nation.  Why didn’t He judge them when they first stopped keeping His festivals right after Joshua’s time?  Well, maybe it was because He first had to allow time to establish the family from which Yeshua, His Son, was to come.  Or, maybe it was because nations such as Assyria and Babylon, nations powerful enough to carry out His judgement, first had to develop their power.  We don’t know why He did it this way!  We can speculate, but we don’t know.  But, we do know that His ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9) and that His word will not return to Him void, but will accomplish that for which He intended it and for which He sent it (Isaiah 55:11).  
      We also know that because of His love for all of His creation, both Jew and Gentile, He sent His son to die for us.  G-d so loved the world, the inhabitants of the world, all of the people which He created, that He gave His only Son for us (John 3:16).  He loved Israel so much that He gave them a New Covenant, and as the writer of Hebrews tells us, it was a covenant with better promises than the First Covenant (Hebrews 8:6).  And, He made it with Israel so that they could be priests to the nations and open the covenant to the rest of His creation, the Gentiles.  In promising His New Covenant, He said that He would write His Torah on our hearts (Jeremiah 31:32).  And, I believe that each of us who have trusted Yeshua has those mitzvot written in our hearts right now.  We might not all recognize that they are there.  Also, in giving a New Covenant He did not take away all of the First Covenant.  He did change the method of justification; salvation, by taking away the Temple and the priesthood, and with them the yearly covering of sins on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement (Hebrews 8:13).  But, He replaced these things with something much better.  He gave us a new Kohen Gadol, a new High Priest, a High Priest who serves in the Tabernacle in heaven and who provides permanent atonement for us through His sacrificial death.
     He has also taught us through the nation of Israel and specifically through today’s parasha, that covenant is important.  Being loyal to the covenant is just as important with the New Covenant as it was with the First Covenant.  We have obligations to ADONAI under the New Covenant just as Israel had under the First Covenant.  I’m not just talking about eating kosher and keeping Shabbat.  Yes, for those of us whom He has called into Messianic Judaism, those mitzvot are important.  But there are also other things.  Were you aware that sin can cause sickness?  Did you realize that sin can cause death?  It can even cause sudden death.  Sudden death can come to a man fooling around with another man’s wife when the husband comes in with a shotgun!  But, thankfully, that doesn’t happen very often. Sin can also cause sickness which leads to death.  What about taking care for our bodies, the Temple of the Holy Spirit (1Corinthians 6:19)?  Do we treat our bodies the way we should?  Many of us put things into them that can cause sickness and frequently can lead to death.  We put nicotine and tar into our lungs and get lung cancer and heart disease and many die.  We put too much alcohol into our bodies and get heart disease and liver disease and many die.  Some say that marijuana is OK.  I heard a doctor say the other day that even a small amount leads to diminished function in the brain.  We put too much food into our bodies.  I am talking about myself now.  Our nation of 300 million has 60% of its people who are overweight.  And 40% are obese.  I am one of those who is obese even though I don’t like to admit it.  And, many who do these sinful things claim to be in covenant with Yeshua.  
     Those things are pretty obvious.  But, what about smaller sins, sins like hating your brother?  You can hate a person and no one else will know it; no one but G-d!  Hate can eat a person up.  It can cause him to not even be able to function normally around those people whom he does not hate.  And, hate can allow all sorts of other problems to develop.  What about not forgiving something which you have against your brother?  Yeshua told us that if we don’t forgive them, the Father will not forgive our sins (Matthew 6:14-15).  How many of us want to have unforgiven sin written in our account book when we face our righteous Judge?
    I am bringing these things up for a very specific reason.  It is because we are in covenant with ADONAI and His Son Yeshua our High Priest, the Mediator of the covenant.  Those of us who know Yeshua, both Jew and Gentile,  have covenant responsibility now through the New Covenant just as Israel had through the First Covenant.  As we consider these things and look into our own hearts, may we seek to have hearts like David, a heart after G-d.  David said: 23 “Search me, O God, and know my heart. Examine me, and know my anxious thoughts, 24 and see if there be any offensive way within me, and lead me in the way everlasting (Psalm 139:23-24 TLV).  Is the way everlasting just a promise of salvation or does it also include being fully faithful to our Messiah?  Let’s continue to look into our own hearts to see if there is any offensive way in us, offensive to ADONAI or to Yeshua. And, as we prepare for the coming High Holy Days, we must also think about our “covenant fealty.”  Fealty is a word you don’t hear very often.  It means the “loyalty sworn to a lord” in the case of a feudal lord in the Middle Ages.  But, in our case, it means our sworn loyalty to ADONAI and to Yeshua.  We have committed ourselves by our word to follow Yeshua and the covenant which He represents.  Remember the word fealty, covenant loyalty.  Make it a part of your vocabulary and think of it often.  And, please pray for your mishpocha that each of us would be loyal to that to which we have committed.  As we spend this last week of the month of Elul, please also pray three additional very specific prayers.  Pray for the salvation of “all Israel,” for unity in Messiah Yeshua’s body and for His soon return.  Shabbat shalom! 
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